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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

PHARMACY BENEFITS MANAGEMENT SERVICES, MEDICAL ADVISORY PANEL, AND 
 CENTER FOR MEDICATION SAFETY PSCI (VA MEDSAFE)

LOOK-ALIKE SAFETY ALERT FOR HALOPERIDOL AND CYANOCOBALAMIN 1ML VIALS
I. ISSUE
Haloperidol 5mg/ml Injection is used for the management of the manifestations of psychotic disorders (e.g. agitation).  The 1ml amber-colored vial made by Bedford Labs has a white background label with bold black font lettering (Figure left).  Cyanocobalamin 1000 mcg/ml Injection is used for the management of vitamin B12 deficiency or for the Schilling test.  The 1mL vial made by American Regent, Inc. is also amber-colored with black lettering (Figure right).  In addition, both vials come with red tops.  One point of distinction between the two labels is that the concentration for haloperidol (5mg/ml) is highlighted in a red box, whereas the concentration for cyanocobalamin (1000 mcg/ml) is underlined in red.  
II. VA MEDSAFE RECOMMENDATION
1. Staff must be informed of potential look-alike confusion between haloperidol 5mg/ml Inj 1 ml vial and cyanocobalamin 1000 mcg/ml Inj 1 ml vial.

2. Pharmacy should store vials with similarly colored labels, lettering, and tops in separate areas of the pharmacy.  

3. Pharmacy should alert dispensing and stocking staff of potential look-alike confusion between haloperidol 5mg/ml 1ml vial and cyanocobalamin 1000 mcg/ml 1ml vial (e.g. warning stickers on packaging).

4. The drug vial should be matched against the name of the drug on the prescription during dispensing and administration.  The name should also be matched with the drug storage container label during ward-stocking.
III. SOURCE
Pharmacy Technician at West Palm Beach VA (VISN 8) noticed cyanocobalamin accidentally placed in the haloperidol pocket of Pyxis machine.  
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